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earthquake in 2010. Similarly, the international community has contributed to responding to 
emergencies in Israel. Following the Mount Carmel forest fires in December 2010 around 35 
countries offered assistance, and the Palestinian Authority generously provided fire trucks and 
firefighters to combat the unfolding disaster. 
  
At the same time, 1.8 million Palestinian civilians in the West Bankand the Gaza Strip, together 
with thousands of Israeli civilians in southern Israel, continue to suffer the consequences of 
ongoing conflict and violence in this region – what we, humanitarians, call a protracted crisis. As 
the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in the occupied Palestinian territory, I appeal to all concerned 
parties to exert efforts to end this cycle of violence which continues to have devastating 
consequences for Palestinian and Israeli men, women, boys and girls. Reducing, if not ending, 
humanitarian concerns must be a priority. It comes with putting humanity first. It is very 
achievable and can be undertaken immediately in accordance with international law, while at 
the same time maintaining adequate security measures to protect the Israeli population. 
  
For instance, providing open access for Palestinian farmers in the West Bank and Gaza to all 
their lands, lifting the fishing limits imposed on fishermen in Gaza, removing the restrictions on 
the import of building material into Gaza, permitting Gazans to freely transfer their produce 
through Israeli crossing points – to name a few recommendations – would have an enormous 
impact on reducing humanitarian needs and concerns. Likewise, allowing Palestinians to plan 
and develop their lands in Area C will spur sustainable development, thereby reducing the need 
for humanitarian assistance. 
  
Today, we admire all men and women of the humanitarian corps, who dedicate their lives to 
helping vulnerable people in this region and millions of others around the world. Today, we 
celebrate our shared humanity. 
  
Article written by the United Nations' humanitarian coordinator on the occasion of World 
Humanitarian Day and published by Ynet English on 19 August 2013 
 


